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a small contribution. They seldom include suggestions as to
"why children encounter these difficulties, as to the precise
nature of the difficulties^ and as to how these difficulties ir.ay
be avoided." 5
There is no one best method of learning. Pupils of vary-
ing degrees of general ability have been found to differ in
their procedure. For example, written assignments in his-
tory, laboratory work in science preceding the recitation
period combined with specific formal instruction designed
to correct biased views were among the methods that ap-
peared to be o£ greater value in teaching the less able chil-
dren than the gifted. Bright children tended to learn best
under methods which involved the making of generalizations
and the application of principles.0
Subjects in elementary school are popular with children
for a number of reasons. Many of them provide an oppor-
tunity for bodily activity in general, which is an attractive
feature. In the fifth and sixth grades success in a subject
is a reason for liking it. A year or two later the utility of
the subject is a factor contributing to its popularity.7
Remedial programs as such have received too much em-
phasis. There is no justification for calling the modification
of behavior instruction in one case, and remedial work in
another case. Both are the task of the qualified classroom
teacher who has intimate contact with the child; both should,
in the beginning, make sure that physical handicaps are
removed so far as possible; both should recognize individual
differences and adapt instruction to them; both should em-
ploy cumulative records of appraisal and instructional pro-
cedures used; and, most important of all, both should
emphasize self-diagnosis and self-correction.
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